Finally, the quality of the blood products that were transfused was not described. Were the PRBC units that were transfused leukoreduced? What about the age of the blood transfused? These factors could have affected the known negative association between the transfusion of one or two PRBC units and postoperative morbidity and mortality.
receive premature shocks or no shocks when needed. Many of these devices have programmable alarms that warn of lead fracture. 2. Because the devices may be implanted under the pectoralis major muscle, they may not be palpated. 3. These devices are interrogated on a regular basis, which is generally quarterly. Patients now can use a device at home to interrogate the implantable cardioverter-defibrillator and then send the information to a cardiologist in the community or at a tertiary referral center. 4. Finally, I advise all physicians to maintain their advanced cardiac life support certification. It saves lives-I am living proof.
